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EDITOR  
Valarie Basham                    

 9271 Huntington Ave. 
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(858) 278-6317 

 

E-mail:dcmomof12@aol.com 

 

WEBSITE  
     www.sdmodelaclub.com 

2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN  

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN  
 
Membership     Chuck Faust  (858) 272-0355 

Fashions     Carol Weckman     (858) 279-0596 

Historian      Penny Smiley  (619) 440-0374 

Refreshments     Burnette Hill           (858) 560-9392      

Cor. Secretary     Karen Wittkop  (619) 442-5552 

Property     Reen Kotas        (858) 278-8178 

Ways & Means   Rich Phillips           (619) 670-7843 

Rec. Rep.     JudyJo Beardslee    (619) 465-9513 

Defender,      Ray Beardslee         (619) 465-9513 

Mail-box      Ray Beardslee         (619) 465-9513 

CLUB MAILING ADDRESS:  P.O. BOX 19805 SAN DIEGO, CA. 92159 

  Model A Restorers Club 
       

   6721 Merriman Road,  

       Garden Grove Michigan 48135 

  (734) 427-9050 

 

E-mail: modelarestorers@sbcglobal.net  

Website:  www.modelaford.org  
Dues are $38.00  per calendar year.   

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

DIRECTOR     Dave Sohr    (619) 440-0374 

           E-mail: dmsohr@cox.net 

ASST. DIR.     Danny Machado  (858) 578-3889 

SECRETARY     Joan Minnick (619) 390-1260 

TREASURER     Bob Weckman  (858) 279-0596 

TECHNICAL      Ron Peterson   (858)  453-6088    

TOURS               Bud Swartwood      (619) 579-6726 

PAST DIR.     Ed Woodruff  (619) 660-8252 
 
 Board Meetings are held quarterly: see Quail 

 Call for dates and location.  All member are 

 welcome to attend, just let the host or hostess 

 know you are coming. 

Model A Ford Club of America 
 

250 S. Cypress Street 

La Habra, Ca. 90631-5515                                                                                              

(562) 697-2712 

 

E-mail: info@mafca.com 

Website:  www.mafca.com 

Dues are $40.00  per calendar year. 

BUSINESS MEETING HELD THE 2ND FRIDAY   San Carlos Recreation Center 

OF EACH MONTH AT 7:00 PM      6445 Lake Badin Ave. 

          San Diego, Ca.            (619) 527-3443 

The San Diego Model A Club was first founded in 1957 by a few dedicated Model A owners.  Our purpose is 

to help preserve the Model A, which was in production by the Ford Motor Company from 1928-1931.    Own-

ership of a Model A is not a requirement for membership in the club.  Membership dues are $30.00 per calen-

dar year.  Membership in one of the  National Clubs is mandatory (either MARC or MAFCA) and the respon-

sibility of each member.  Contact information  to join a National Club is listed below:  



 

 

FROM THE EXHAUST PIPE:   
                By Director Dave Sohr  

 

 The other day I stopped by 

a local Christian bookstore and saw 

a HONK IF YOU LOVE JESUS 

bumper sticker. I was feeling par-

ticularly upbeat that day because I 

had just come from a thrilling choir 

performance, followed by a thun-

derous prayer meeting, so I bought 

the sticker and put it on the rear 

bumper of my Model A Ford. 

 On my way home I was 

stopped at a red light at a busy in-

tersection, just lost in thought about 

the Lord and how blessed my life 

has been and didnôt notice that the 

light had changed. 

 I found that LOTS of peo-

ple love Jesus. Why, while I was 

sitting there, the guy behind started 

honking like crazy, and leaned out 

of his window screaming ñ For the 

love of God, GO! GO! GO !      

What an exuberant cheerleader he 

was for Jesus. 

 Everyone started honking! I 

just leaned out of my window and 

started waving and smiling at all 

these loving people. I even aoooga-

hôd my horn a few times to share in 

the love. There must have been a 

man from Florida back there be-

cause I heard him yelling some-

thing about a sunny beaché 

 I saw another guy waving in 

a funny way with only his middle 

finger stuck up in the air. When I 

asked my teenage grandson in the 

rumble seat what that meant, he 

said it was probably a Hawaiian 

good luck sign or something. De-

ciding to reciprocate, I leaned out 

of the window and gave him the 

good luck sign back.  

 A couple of people were so 

caught up in the joy of the moment 

they got out of their cars and 

started walking towards me. I bet 

they wanted to pray or ask what 

church I attended, but this is when I 

noticed the light had changed. So I 

waved to all my sisters and broth-

ers and drove on through the inter-

section before the light changed 

again. I felt kind of sad that I had to 

leave them after all the love we 

shared, So I slowed the car down, 

leaned out the window and gave 

them all the Hawaiian good luck 

sign one last time as I drove away. 

 Praise the Lord for such 

wonderful folks !   Bill Corson 

A Religious Model A Experience 

 Hello again Model ñAò 

Fans.  Was the last month a short 

one?  I guess Iôm having too much 

fun.  Now that Ronôs car is on the 

road I needed to fill that empty 

space with (you guessed it) 

ñANOTHER PROJECTò!   Now I 

told you last month about the 31 

Town sedan I completed and 

planned to take it to Laughlin, 

Karen Wittkop was the only one to 

question me about it.  The truth is I 

left out the fact that the Town sedan 

was a hubley.  I really do have a 

31slant fordor in the backyard com-

pletely  apart. The motor is up at 

Bill Hansenôs.  The body is on the 

rotisserie, and the frame will get a 

total tear down. This will be 

Pennyôs driver; maybe I should 

paint it yellow and put Grandmaôs 

taxi on the side!  Iôll keep you 

posted on the progress of this one. 

 I noticed that Bud Swart-

wood put an e/mail out pertaining 

to the Model A Day. He and Judy 

are inviting us to his house Tuesday 

May 5th at 7 PM to participate in 

the planning of the day.   His ad-

dress is 1998 Granite Hills Dr. in El 

Cajon. His number is 619-579-

6726.   If anyone has an idea or a 

thought please step up and contrib-

ute.  And please call if you are 

planning to come.  As for the mem-

bers that picked up the tour guide-

line information at the last meeting 

please bring your revisions to the 

next meeting.  I would like to get 

this on to the printers soon.  Thank 

You for all your effort.  I think the 

membership drawing will be a Big       

$50.00  bucks, so see yôall at the 

next meeting. 



 

 

San Diego Model A Restorersô Club 
 General Meeting  April 10, 2009 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Director Dave Sohr  followed by Pledge of Allegiance to flag. 

Directorôs Business- Dave asked for reimbursement of $375.00 for repair to piano leg that broke at the In-

stallation dinner in January. Motion made and seconded to pay for repair. Dave also asked for reimbursement 

of $175.00 for Orange County Pancake breakfast. A motion was made and seconded to pay this. Dave shared 

a booklet on care and maintenance of the Model A brought in by Gene Amy. Would like to make booklets for 

club members as a possible fund raiser. Four members took these home to read and report on at next meeting. 

Hope to have committee to make up booklet. 

Parades- Valarie gave report due to absence of Danny Machado. April 25th-Lakeside Western Days Parade, 

May 2-Allied Garden Spring Festival, May 16-Tierrasanta Patriotsô Day Parade, May 30-La Mesa Flag Day 

Parade. 

Tours- Bud Swartwood told about the Victorian Charm and Fuzz Tour on April 26th and the All Ford Picnic 

at Simpsonôs Nursery on May 9th. He also mentioned the Hubley Derby Tour to Murrieta May 17th. Interna-

tional Model A Day will be in September. Bud asked to have a donation made to the Olaf Weighorst Museum 

in El Cajon which the club visited a couple of months ago. A motion was made and seconded to donate $100 

to the museum. 

Treasurerôs Report- Bob Weckman gave the bank balance. He said we received the entire $500 deposit back 

from Loma Riviera where the installation banquet was held. 

Historian- Penny Smiley talked about the Laughlin trip and made a beautiful storyboard with lots of pictures 

to enjoy. Ed Woodruffôs truck, Ruby, had multiple issues and Triple A was her way home. Karen Wittkop 

blew a water pump, and Valarieôs Jeff required help after a mayday call from her. Dave Sohr couldnôt get the 

ñCucumberò started, and Paul Abbott had a flat tire. Sunday Valarie had water in the oil so ñJeffò rode the 

trailer home and Sue Winnett had the timing rod fall off the distributor. They did say they had a good time, 

didnôt they? Joe Ambrose, Reen Kotas and Gene Amy made it with no trouble. 

Fashions- Carol Weckman mentioned the fashion swap meet in Santa Monica and the Country Store off I-8 

and Los Coches Road. 

Property- Reen Kotas says itôs all there. 

Membership- Chuck Faust announced 58 members in attendance and guest Glen Silvers and friend. 

Defender- Ray Beardslee had nothing on Defender but spoke about non-ops which are still available contrary 

to a rumor which said they werenôt. 

Technical- Ron Peterson introduced Don Fox who spoke about the  importance of keeping your Model A 

tuned up. Important to check distributor cap, points, plugs, condenser, and carburetors. 

All Ford Picnic - Ron Peterson gave a report on picnic May 9th at Simpsonôs Nursery in Jamul. $10 entry fee 

includes dash plaque, 1 lunch ticket, and a goodie bag. Kiwanis to provide lunch for $5.00. 

Ways and Means- Rich Phillips shared the raffle prizes and Denise mentioned wearable's for sale. 

Hardluck Trophy - The lucky award winner this month is Gene Amy. 

Membership Drawing- Ron Polk, you should have been here. You missed out on $40.00. Next month will 

be $50.00. 

Hubley Trophy- Bill Corson shared the trophy won third place at Laughlin 

with the club Hubley.  He suggested that it go into the display case at Simp-

sonôs. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:43 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted Joan Minnick Recording Secretary 



 

 

TOURS: Bud Swartwood       

The Laughlin trip this year was one that wonôt be for-

gotten for a while, nine cars left but only eight ar-

rived.  One car was towed home to be replaced by a 

modern and that was just the start of a very adventure 

some day.  Eleven and a half hours to be exact, but we 

had a good time.  There was an electrical problem, 

water pump problem, overheating problems, a coil 

wire problem, and that was with four different cars.  

Friday wasnôt to be much better with a flat tire and 

later some more overheating.  It had been a rather 

cold and windy day but the winds died down for the 

BBQ.   Saturday morning the gymkhana events 

started with a bull's-eye game, a bean bag toss and a 

new balancing game.  Yes, we had to drive up onto 

ramps and try to balance the car.  It was rather nerve 

racking but fun.  The peopleôs choice car judging was 

going on at the same time.  At 11 am we headed in-

side for the Hubley races and getting out of the wind, 

made watching the races much more enjoyable.  The 

San Diego club was well represented in this event, 

Bill Corson ran the club car and took third place, 

Penny Smiley ran one of the extra Kotas cars taking 

first place.  Rumor had it that our Director  Dave was 

participating in the fashion show, so many members 

were there to see what he had up his sleeve.  Let's just 

say there was talk of  impeachment after his Mechanic 

coat, shoes, and pants were removed leaving him 

standing on stage with an original wool swim suit.  He 

won first place and best of show.  The banquet was 

well attended and the trophies were exceptional this 

year.  The departure time was 7 am Sunday morning 

with everyone gassed up and ready to go.  Oops, one 

last check of the oil revealed water in some ones 

oil.  Thank goodness for Terryôs trailer.  The return 

trip was fairly uneventful until we crossed those rail 

road tracks in Amboy; they provided  another electri-

cal problem but all that was needed was some electri-

cal tape. All arrived back in San Diego safe and sound 

and we'll do it again next year, so plan on joining 

us.  You'll have a good time.  Mileage to: Paul Ab-

bott, Valarie Basham, Gene Amy, Joe Ambrose, Dave 

Sohr, Reen Kotas, Ed Woodruff, Karen Wittkop, 

Terry Thrush, and Sue Winnett. Participation to Bill 

Corson and Peggy Dalby.   

Check out the website for more pictures:   

   wwwsdmodelaclub.com 

UPCOMING TOURS:  

The All Ford Day at Simpsonôs Nursery is scheduled 

for Saturday, May 9th. The event promises to be a fun 

day with cars representing various clubs including the 

Horseless Carriage, Early Fords, and of course the 

Model Aôs. Plan to participate and support Ron Peter-

son as he brings back this traditional get together.  

Meet at Edwards Theatre in Rancho San Diego at 

8:15AM for a 8:30AM  departure led by Dan Seeman. 

 

The third annual Hubley Derby Day is scheduled 

for Sunday, May 17th. The location is the Murrieta 

Community Center. There will be a sign up sheet and 

participation forms available at our monthly meeting. 

Lunch will be available for $4.00. There will be a 

$2.00 registration fee for each car.  Departure time & 

place to be announced at meeting.   

 

The International Model ñAò Day is scheduled for 

September 26th. I would appreciate hearing from any-

one who would consider serving on a committee to 

plan this event. With your help we put together a day 

to show off our cars and convey the historical signifi-

cance of the Model A.   

There will be a planning meeting at the Swartwoodôs, 

Tuesday, May 5th at 7PM. Please let us know if you 

can help to plan this event. 

 

Future events: Sunday, June 7th is the Wieghorst 

Western Heritage Days in El Cajon. I am working on 

the specifics, however, save the date. Saturday, Sep-

tember 26th is the International Model A Ford Day. 

Join us for the planning meeting May 5th.   Saturday, 

October 24th is the Historic Highway 80 Passport 

Event. Sunday, October 25th is a Tour by Bob & 

Carol Weckman.  


